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SIDBI partners with Usha International to promote entrepreneurship
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Plans to set up 1,000 USHA Swavalamban Silai schools in five states and empower
20,000 women in the next one year
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Under its flagship initiative mission Swavalamban, Small Industries Development Bank of India
(SIDBI) has partnered with Usha International Limited (UIL) to promote entrepreneurship and
plans to set up 1000 Swavalamban tailoring schools in five states and empower 20,000 women
in the next one year. The five states are Bihar, Jharkhand, Rajasthan, Telangana and Uttar
Pradesh. Mission Swavalamban is aimed at fostering the entrepreneurship culture across the

country. It works right from creating awareness about entrepreneurship to helping aspirants set
up their enterprises.
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A memorandum of understanding has been signed between SIDBI and UIL which will address dual
objectives. The primary objective of the Silai School program empowers women by imparting
sewing and stitching skills and encouraging them to venture into entrepreneurship. The other
objective is to create a social standing and recognition within the families of these women
through economic enablement.
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Shri Mohammad Mustafa, IAS, Chairman and Managing Director of SIDBI said, “We are happy to
partner with Usha International. Swavalamban starts at the bottom of pyramid which mainly
comprises of unorganised livelihood activities offering maximum growth and job creation

prospects. Such initiatives would have a ripple effect on opportunities of localised jobs and
employment generation. We are committed to walk miles to add more smiles.”
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Dr. Priya Somaiya, Executive Director, USHA Social Services said, “It gives us great pleasure to
collaborate with SIDBI. Like us, SIDBI too believes in empowering those at the bottom of the
pyramid through self-employment and entrepreneurship, so that they attain financial security in
their own homes, leading to better nutrition, education, and health for the entire family.”
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The Silai School program will be eventually expanded to pan India as a rural initiative of SIDBI and
UIL with the aim of imparting skills, providing livelihood, promoting entrepreneurship and
breaking the cycle of poverty.
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Under this initiative, training would be provided to aspiring women on various aspects of stitching
along with maintenance and repairing of sewing machine by the experienced trainers of UIL. The
women entrepreneur successfully completing the program will be provided with Usha sewing
machine, a training-kit and a Swavalamban Usha Silai School signage. These trained women in
turn would teach other community women to establish their own Silai schools in the same or
neighboring village which would be known as ‘Satellite Silai Schools’. A ‘multiplier effect’ would
be created with at least two women from every Silai School opening their own Silai Schools.

Rsdt & e &: 1990 A 39 TToeT & oe F s U= Thigpd, 3ifFaa IR FaATaN efSehor
& ATEIA § AT & [Affeed T W AWTRGT & Siiaed Pl THTTAT X 6T ol [asdr o gegaT
3R 3vcTeT &9 F &Affet %01 3R fA@rcaAs Ul & AegH @ gEH R oY it
(THTES) & Sfiael T ©37 g, Ii¢ ¥ IRURS d o] BIC 3¢ g, JeIfAar ffds &
fAFTdd TR & 3cIAT g YT ITddH TR & AA-IMIRT 3eTA gl 31 AThT &
fodr um deETse https://www.sidbi.in/ 9 STV |

About SIDBI: Since its formation in 1990, SIDBI has been impacting the lives of citizens across
various strata of the society through its integrated, innovative and inclusive approach. Be it
traditional, domestic small entrepreneurs, bottom-of-the-pyramid entrepreneurs, to high-end
knowledge-based entrepreneurs, SIDBI has directly or indirectly touched the lives of Micro and
Small Enterprises (MSEs) through various credit and developmental measures. For more
information, please visit: https://www.sidbi.in/
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About USHA Silai School program: The Silai School program is a pan India community based rural
initiative of Usha International Limited. This social initiative is aimed at empowering women from
marginalised sections of the communities residing in the remote hamlets, habitations and villages
of India. Initiated in 2011, Usha Silai School program at present has 20,810 Silai Schools across all
the states of India, 100 in Nepal and 20 in Sri Lanka and 3 production centers in Bhutan. The
primary objective of the Silai School program is to create a livelihood option for women by
financially empowering them through imparting sewing and stitching and entrepreneurship skills.
The secondary objective is to create a social standing and recognition within her family and
community through economic enablement. For more details on Silai Schools, visit:
https://www.ushasilaischool.com
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