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SIDBI supports women entrepreneurs under Usha Swavalamban Silai School
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Small Industries Development Bank of India (SIDBI) under its flagship initiative Mission
Swavalamban, in partnership with Usha International Limited (UIL) has commenced training
of 35 women per batch each at Ghazipur district of Uttar Pradesh and Gaya District of Bihar
to promote entrepreneurship at the village level. Called the ‘Usha Swavalamban Silai School’,
the primary aim of these centres set up under this initiative is to empower women by
imparting sewing and stitching skills and encourage them to venture into entrepreneurship.
Training is imparted on various aspects of stitching along with maintenance and repairing of
sewing machine by expert trainers of UIL. The women entrepreneurs successfully completing
the training program are provided with Usha Sewing machine (leg paddle driven), certificate,
training-kit, and Usha Swavalamban Silai School Signage board.
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Training of 70 women from Ghazipur and Gaya has already been completed and it is expected
that these trained women (master trainers) in turn would teach other women to establish
their own Silai schools in the same or neighboring village. Second batch of 70 women in these
two districts are going on and will be completed in the next few days. On an average, each
master trainer trains 20 women. Out of these 20, past trend indicates that, 2 set up their own
Silai schools, termed as satellite schools, thereby creating a multiplier effect.
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Shri Mohammad Mustafa, IAS, Chairman and Managing Director of SIDBI said, “We aim to
promote entrepreneurship under this initiative through setting up of 1000 such Swavalamban
Schools in 1000 villages of 10 districts in five states namely, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Jharkhand,
Rajasthan and Telangana in the next one year. Through this rural initiative, SIDBI aims to
impart skills, provide livelihood, promote entrepreneurship and ultimately break the cycle of
poverty.”
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Commenting on the completion of the first batch of training, Mary Rupa Tete, Vice President-
Usha Social Services of Usha International, said, “It gives us great pleasure to see the passion
and the hard work each of the participants have brought to these trainings. We are sure that
armed with their newfound skills, each one of them will soon be on their journey to chasing
their entrepreneurial dreams. It’s a great beginning to an amazing journey with SIDBI.”
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About Usha Silai School: The Silai School program is a pan India community based rural
initiative of Usha International Ltd. This social initiative is aimed at empowering women from
marginalized sections of the communities residing in the remote hamlets, habitations and
villages of India. Initiated in 2011, Usha Silai School program at present has 21,219 Silai Schools
across all the states of India, 100 in Nepal and 20 in Sri Lanka and 3 production centers in
Bhutan. The primary objective of the Silai School program is to create a livelihood option for
women by financially empowering them through imparting sewing and stitching and
entrepreneurship skills. The secondary objective is to create a social standing and recognition
within her family and community through economic enablement.

For more details on Silai Schools, please visit https://www.ushasilaischool.com
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About SIDBI: Since its formation in 1990, SIDBI has been impacting the lives of citizens across
various strata of the society through its integrated, innovative and inclusive approach. Be it
traditional, domestic small entrepreneurs, bottom-of-the-pyramid entrepreneurs, to high-
end knowledge-based entrepreneurs, SIDBI has directly or indirectly touched the lives of
Micro and Small Enterprises (MSEs) through various credit and developmental measures.

For more information, please visit: https://www.sidbi.in/
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