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EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST
FOR FINANCIAL INCLUSION & WOMEN EMPOWERMENT CHALLENGE FUND
Background
The Poorest States Inclusive Growth (PSIG) programme  is being implemented by Small Industries Development Bank of India (SIDBI),  an apex Development Financial Institution promoted by the Government of India for promotion, development and financing of MSMEs. The programme is supported by the UKAid through Department for International Development (DFID).  The six year programme (2012-2018) aims at expanding access to a range of financial services (savings, credit, micro insurance, micro pension etc. ) for poor in the 4 low income states (Bihar, Orissa, Madhya Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh).

PSIG’s focus is Financial Inclusion and women’s empowerment: The programme further, aims to a) facilitate financial services institutions, including banks and MFIs, to provide services for poor people in un-reached and underserved geographies by providing CB grant, debt funds, soft loans, risk fund, guarantee fund and technical assistance, as appropriate; b) supplement microfinance programmes with training for women clients to improve their knowledge and confidence in using financial services c) facilitate studies, set up high level think tanks and feed into improving the policy environment for microfinance and improving overall business environment in the Low Income states; and d) fund commercially sustainable approaches that demonstrate responsible client practices and complement Government programmes.

The programme also: (i) support analysis to underpin policy changes that encourage institutions to supply services in a sustainable and responsible manner; (ii) support the replication, adaptation and scaling up of successful models; and (iii) finance the testing of new approaches to service provision.

PSIG is expected to leverage private sector financial and technical resources to reach up to 12 million direct and indirect beneficiaries. 

The financial landscape of India has a wide range of institutional types, well-developed financial markets, good regulatory framework, and large scale and high quality authentication and transaction platforms. There is a continuing need to explore new ideas; learn from the experiences; and benefit from new technologies to further improve structures, approaches, systems and delivery of financial services.

While the access to various institutions and financial services has improved, effective usage is yet to show improvement. Effective inclusion requires interplay of various channels, technology, literacy and servicing.

The Financial Inclusion & Women Empowerment Challenge Fund (FIWECF) aims to support Civil Society Organisations, NGOs, Section 25 (8) Companies, Trusts, Cooperatives, Societies Private Limited Companies, nonprofit entities, Banks, FIs, NBFCs ,BCNMs, Research Organisations, International agencies, Think Tanks, Universities, other academic institutions and individuals for Implementation of ideas and/ or only innovative ideas (not their implementation)  in the space of financial inclusion by promoting alternative approaches, building efficient systems and innovative designs keeping clients/beneficiaries at the core.
SIDBI, PSIG invites eligible entities to express their interest  for:  
(a) Proposal for Implementation of ideas for bringing in innovation in the effective delivery to the targeted clients under PSIG on identified broader themes,  by promoting alternative approaches, building efficient systems and innovative designs keeping clients/beneficiaries at the core.
(b) Proposals for only innovative ideas  : Proposal for only  innovative ideas  can also be accepted. There shall be suitable incentive for the accepted ideas. After the idea is accepted by the PSIG, these may be opened up for implementation by interested parties. A suitable mechanism for providing suitable incentives shall be formulated by PSIG, SIDBI and published.  

The EOIs should be submitted in English language as per the prescribed “APPLICATION FORM FOR FINANCIAL INCLUSION WOMEN EMPOWERMENT CHALLENGE FUND (FIWECF)” 
Detailed FIWECF document indicating  Selection Process alongwith Application Form for this assignment is available on the SIDBI website (www.sidbi.in).
The short listing of the acceptable ideas and implementable proposals shall be carried out by an Advisory Committee of experts based on the feasibility, likely impact, innovation content, expertise and competence of the entity to implement the proposed idea, etc. 
Any queries relating to the preparation of the application should be referred to, DGM, PSIG, SIDBI/PAO, PSIG, SIDBI by email surendra@sidbi.in/jaganp@sidbi.in by March 07, 2016 (17:30 PM). Response will be uploaded in SIDBI’s website.
It is to be noted that entities in which SIDBI or any of its subsidiaries holds commercial interest would not be eligible to submit EOIs in response to this Expressions of Interest.
Eligible entities may associate with other entities in the form of a joint venture or a sub-consultancy to enhance their qualifications. The entities should indicate whether the EOI is being submitted as a Joint Venture or otherwise. In the case of Joint Venture, separate “Application Form (Part “A” only)” may be submitted as a part of EoI, for each partner of the Joint Venture. 
Interested entities may obtain further information at the address below during office hours (10.00 AM to 5 PM, Monday to Friday, excluding public holidays).

The response to this EOI is to be submitted in (Soft copy CD – ONE ) and( Hard copy - Original + Four copies). Expressions of Interest must be delivered in a written form to the address below in sealed covers super-scribed with “Expression of Interest “FOR  “Implementation of Idea”/ “Only innovative ideas” (Strikeout which is not applicable) under “ FINANCIAL INCLUSION WOMEN EMPOWERMENT CHALLENGE FUND (FIWECF)” Due by March 28 , 2016 (17:00 hours).

Deputy General Manager
Poorest State Inclusive Growth Program (PSIG),
Small Industries Development Bank of India (SIDBI)

Ground Floor, Videocon Tower E1
Rani Jhansi Road,  Jhandewalan Extension.
New Delhi – 110 055

Phone No: 011-23519653, 

Email ID: surendra@sidbi.in
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